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conference is closed to the 

public.   
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management team.  The course 

focused on incident command, 

search tactics and strategy, 

search psychology, and even 

pre-planning.  In March, CEMA 

will host a 47-hour Nationally 

Certified Principles of Search 

and Rescue class to train 

additional volunteers for our 

SAR Team; the course will 

include both classroom and field 

instruction; if youôre interested, 

contact the CEMA office.   

In mid-May there will be a 

combined Georgia National 

Guard, Department of Defense, 

Georgia Emergency 

Management Agency, and local 

emergency management 

agencies exercise.  HURREX 

2012 will be conducted 

statewide over three days, and 

will allow us to test our 

hurricane plans on a local level 

as well as how we will 

coordinate efforts on a state 

level.  The full scale exercise is 

required by the state every two 

years.   

This year CEMA is also 

updating parts of the Countyôs 

Emergency Operations Plan 

(EOP).  Every five years the 

agency is required by the state 

to review the EOP and its 

Annexes and Appendices.  The 

review will bring new ideas, 

improvements, and strategies 

and many of the improvements 

come from working with our 

community partners.   

Again, I want to wish 

everyone a Happy New Year.  

We look forward to a wonderful 

2012 and all of the exciting 

opportunities it will bring. 

Clayton S. Scott,  

Director 

 

 

 

We are now two months 

into the New Year, and I hope 

that you and your families 

enjoyed the holidays.  CEMA is 

already planning for a busy 

2012 and one of the biggest 

events on our agenda is the 

2012 Chatham County 

Hurricane Conference.  

Scheduled for May 1 at the 

Savannah International Trade 

and Convention Center, the 

Conference promises to draw 

hundreds of attendees.  Last 

year we broke a record in 

terms of attendees, and this 

year we hope to see many of 

the same faces as well as new 

faces.  The theme for the 

Conference is Emergency 

Management:  Building a 

Better Tomorrow.  Workshops 

will focus on a variety of topics, 

including debris management, 

damage assessment, 

emergency operations, and 

public information.  

Registration is open.  

In less than two months 

weôll mark the anniversary of 

the April 2011 tornado 

outbreak.  The National 

Weather Service indicates that 

321 people were killed during 

the April 25 ï 28 tornado 

outbreak that affected the 

Southern, Midwestern, and 

Northeastern United States, 

leaving destruction in its wake 

especially in Alabama, 

Arkansas, Georgia, 

Mississippi, Tennessee, and 

Virginia.  The outbreak is 

listed by NOAA as the fourth 

deadliest in United Statesô 

history and CEMA wants to 

remind people to prepare 

now.  Having an emergency 

supply kit and a family 

communications plan can 

save your life.   

Also in April, CEMA will 

honor all of the volunteers 

who help support our 

operations.  CEMA has 

trained over 200 Community 

Emergency Response Team 

(CERT) Volunteers in disaster 

preparedness and more than 

60 of those volunteers remain 

active.  Volunteers offer 

support in many areas 

including community 

outreach, Emergency 

Operations Center positions, 

training new volunteers, and 

the CEMA Search and 

Rescue Team.  CEMA will 

host a volunteer appreciation 

night on April 27th to honor 

those who selflessly donate 

their time.  If you are 

interested in becoming a 

volunteer you can contact our 

office at 912-201-4500.  The 

stage collapse at the Indiana 

State Fair last year is an 

example of citizens coming to 

the rescue and why disaster 

preparedness training is so 

important.     

Speaking of the CEMA 

Search and Rescue (SAR) 

Team, CEMA staff and Law 

Enforcement from 

municipalities throughout the 

area recently completed a 

Search Management Course.  

The two-day course focused 

on skills for a person who 

may serve as a search 

manager or part of a search 

DIRECTORõS MESSAGE 
I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E : 

Directorôs Message 2 

2012  Hurricane  

Conference 

4 

2011ðThe Year of 

the Tornado  

6 

HURREX 2012 9 

GA National  

Guard Exercise 

9 

Space to Train 15 

River Run 2011 18 

MACS/EMPG  

2011 Program  

Accomplishments 

20 

ESF-01 16 

ESF-02  9 

ESF-04 14 

ESF-05 3 

ESF-06 14 

ESF-07 10 

12 

ESF-09 11 

ESF-10 19 

ESF-15 8 

Calendar 22 



Page 3 C E M A  S I G N A L  

wŜ-²ǊƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪǎ 
YŀǘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿƻƻŘΣ 9a {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ /9a! 
9{C-лрΥ  9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ  

CEMA has a very rigorous planning schedule 

outlined for this year.  Every five years our agency is 

required to update the Emergency Operations Plan 

(EOP).  CEMA staff members are currently working on 

this update to the document that defines what should be 

done during an emergency.  Each Emergency Support 

Function (ESF) liaison within our office has been given 

tasks to complete this update.  This is a large and 

detailed document that has to be completed in a short 

timeline.  We are working internally and with our local 

Emergency Management (EM) Partners in order to 

develop and update the EOP as well as other plans as 

necessary.   

We like to pride ourselves in the fact that we are an 

organization that is always striving to stay one step 

ahead of the game.  Our plans are very detailed and are 

more than just documents that sit on a shelf; they are 

exercised and updated often.  All plans that require an 

update will be completed by the end of this year and will 

be available on the CEMA website. 

Below you will find a list of the plans that will be 

updated by June: 

¶ Emergency Operations Plan (5 Year Review/

Update) 

¶ Hazard Mitigation Plan (Bi-Annual Review/Update 

¶ Disaster Recovery Plan (Component 

 Development/Re-Write) 

o Annex D: Damage Assessment Coordination 

o Annex F: Re-Entry and Return 

o Annex P: Disaster Housing 

o Annex Q: EOC Roles and Responsibilities 

o Annex R: Stabilization Strategy 

¶ Emergency Operations Plan ESF Annexes 

(Reviews) 

o ESF-01 Annex /Appendix 1-1 Tab B: EAA 

 Operations 

o ESF-05 Annex / Appendix 5-2: Mutual Aid 

 Coordination 

o ESF-06 Annex / Appendix 6-2: Critical 

 Workforce Shelters 

o ESF-08 Annex / Appendix 8-1: Special Needs 

 Evacuation 

o ESF-10 Annex / Appendix 10-1: Hazmat 

 Response Plan 

o ESF-11 Annex / Appendix 11-1: Animals in 

 Disaster 

o ESF-11 Annex / Appendix 11-2: NCH 

 Coordination 

¶ Emergency Operation Plan Support Annexes 

(Reviews) 

o EOP Support Annex A: Finance & Public 

 Assistance 

o EOP Support Annex B: Private Sector 

o EOP Support Annex D Appendix 1: Staging 

 Area Coordination 

o EOP Support Annex G: Integrating and C

 Coordination of DSCA 

¶ Emergency Operations Plan Incident  Annexes 

(Reviews) 

o EOP Incident Annex A: Hurricane Incident 

 Management 

o EOP Incident Annex B: Bridge Disruption 

 Incident Management 

o EOP Incident Annex C: Catastrophic Incident 

 Management 

What is an EOP? 

¶ Assigns responsibility to organizations and individuals for carrying our specific actions  

¶ Describes how people and property will be protected in emergencies and disasters  

¶ Identifies personnel, equipment, facilities, supplies, and other resources available 

¶ Identifies steps to address mitigation concerns during response and recovery activities  
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2012 Chatham County Hurricane confe rence  

The 2012 Chatham County Hurricane Conference will be held May 1st at the Savannah International Trade and 

Convention Center.  Last yearôs conference drew record attendance and we hope to surpass those numbers this 

year.  

 

 

January 1, 2013 Narrowbanding, Is Coastal GA Ready? 

 Have you updated your radios, pagers and repeaters for narrowbanding?  Representatives from SEGARRN and 

ESF-02 will provide guidance on what your agency should do to ensure your equipment will work on January 1st. 

Don't Burn Me Out, First Responder Safety During and After the Storm (REPEATING SESSION) 

Every second counts when the work of saving lives is concerned, and first responders put themselves in harmôs way.  

This workshop will focus on rescue personnel safety and how to avoid dangerous conditions in overtaxed situations.   

Fundamentals of a Well-Written Incident Action Plan 

The consolidated Incident Action Plan (IAP) is an essential component of both the operation and support activities; it 

will reduce freelancing and ensure a coordinated response.  This lecture will provide you with the tools and 

knowledge to produce a well-written IAP.   

Requesting Resources: Getting What You Need And Doing it the Right Way (REPEATING SESSION) 

During the field response, youôre going to need resources.  This workshop walks you through the Chatham County 

Resource Request process and shows you how to get what you need, when you need it, the first time around.   

Talking ESF to ICS with NIMS and the EOP. Interface between the Field and the Emergency Operations Center 

This workshop will discuss some of the major interface issues; describe the roles and responsibilities of the different 

response elements and how working together can enhance the overall response to the emergency.  

HURREX 2012 is Coming - Week Long Exercising 

HURREX is the Stateôs week long Hurricane Exercise. This workshop will orient you on the goals of HURREX from 

both the State and the Countyôs perspective. It will provide a detailed overview of the activities of the week.  

I'm From GEMA, and I'm from FEMA, and We're Here to Help 

This workshop offers a broad overview of what a Joint Field Office does and how the Georgia and Federal 

Emergency Management Agencies support the response with a cohesive integration into the local governmentôs 

response and recovery system. 

The Ins and Outs of Public Assistance  

This one-hour training focuses on helping FEMA-eligible applicants better understand the Public Assistance program 

and prepare for their responsibilities, rights and options navigating through the process. 

Citizen's Corp and the Community Emergency Response Teams - Another Untapped Resource 

Once trained, whatôs beyond for citizens who want to help?  This workshop covers how to use volunteers before, 

during, and after a hurricane and other types of emergencies.   

Command Policy Group - Elected Officials Briefing (RESERVED) 

Post Disaster: Role of the Georgia Mutual Aid Group and State Associations 

Join in this session with a panel of experts from five Georgia Associations to talk about what Public Safety resources 

you can expect to be made available to the area in the event of a disaster 

Law Enforcement Changing Roles in Disaster Response 

This workshop focuses on the various roles law enforcement play in a disaster and helps one understand how to 

operate whether it be on the road or in the Emergency Operations Center.   

 

REGISTER ONLINE:  WWW.CHATHAMEMERGENCY.ORG 

W o r k s h o p  s u m m a r i e s   

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  BUILDING A BETTER TOMORROW 
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GA DOD: Here it is, Where do you Want It 

Once the resource request has been approved and the mission task accepted, learn how Department of Defense 

assets are deployed, staged, and integrated into the local governmentôs response and recovery system and how 

those assets are managed. 

Post Disaster Missing Persons: Managing physical searches and out-of-area family inquiries 

GEMAôs Search and Rescue program offers experienced teams that will mobilize to a local disaster to search for the 

injured, sheltered, missing and deceased.  This workshop details how this program will integrate into the operations. 

Eye in the Sky Evaluations: Community-wide Hazmat Facility Post Disaster Assessments 

The workshop will focus on what documentation will be needed prior to scheduling flights, the importance of 

identifying facilities containing Hazardous Materials and how aircraft will be reporting the findings.  

Sheltering and Functional Needs - The State's 50-50-5 Plan 

The State has been working on a strategy for sheltering 50,000 people in 50 locations over a 5-day period.  This 

workshop provides an overview of that strategy and the current planning efforts.   

Unmanaged Good Intentions:  Unaffiliated Volunteers and Unsolicited Donations  

The spontaneous nature of people volunteering and providing donations is inevitable; therefore, it must be 

anticipated, planned for, and managed.   

Our Hometown Heroes:  Community Organizations Active In Disasters  

Community Organizations Active in Disaster support the affected communityôs immediate human needs from 

beginning to the end and long after traditional voluntary relief agencies have left.  This workshop details ways local 

organizations can help our communities recover from a disaster.  

Post Event Management of Fido, FeFe and the Alligator in your Back Yard 

What happens to the wildlife and countless other critters not evacuated out of harmôs way?  This workshop will 

address post event animal issues and possible management solutions.    

Meeting the Immediate Demands of the Community and Emergency Responders with Little to No Resources 

When a hurricane hits, how are we going to continue to take care of the medical needs of those that are still out 

working and responding? This workshop will focus on the plan to provide continued medical care of our first 

responders and others working to stabilize the community.  

Preserving Savannahôs History - Historical Preservation Practices 

Learn more from experts in the fields of mold removal, freezing, and drying services to public, cultural and records 

facilities statewide and nationally. The focus is  after a disaster when it is essential to get damaged records 

stabilized.   

Damage Assessment: A Phased Reporting Schedule 

During the initial response, Damage Assessment Teams will be mobilized and focus on critical facilities.  Liberty 

County recently completed a Damage Assessment Exercise and will share their program and lessons learned. 

Talk the Talk During a Disaster: How to Successfully Communicate With The Public 

If a hurricane approaches coastal Georgia, media will play a vital role in educating the public about the oncoming 

disaster.  Panelists will details how information will be provided to the media and coastal residents.   

Can I Dump This Here?  Planning Debris Management Sites 

Pre-disaster planning must include identifying Debris Management Site locations to temporarily store, reduce, 

segregate, and dispose of debris generated by the event.  Based on lessons learned and best practices, this 

workshop will address considerations for establishing post event Debris Management Sites.    

REGISTER ONLINE:  WWW.CHATHAMEMERGENCY.ORG 

This year, pay through 
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2011 Tornado Facts 

No matter how you look at it, the 2011 tornado related 

damage and fatality statics were simply mind boggling.   

According to the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 

Administrationôs (NOAAôs) Storm Prediction Center (SPC), 

which is part of the National Weather Service, there were 

1,725 tornadoes during 2011, which resulted in 551 deaths 

and led to billions of dollars in damage.  The total number 

of tornadoes in 2011 represented an increase of 

approximately 35% compared to the annual ten year 

average of tornadoes in the United States.   Approximately 

60 tornadoes last year were considered ñkiller tornadoesò, 

defined by the SPC as tornadoes that strike densely 

populated areas, or generate reports of exceptional 

damage.   In the month of April alone, there were more 

than 758 tornadoes confirmed, which shattered the all time 

monthly record of 542 tornadoes previously set in May of 

2003!  However, tornadoes were not the only weather 

related disasters that plagued the United States in 2011.  

In fact, the combination of floods, tornado outbreaks, 

droughts, wild fires and Hurricane Irene, resulted in a 

record breaking 12 billion dollar or greater weather related 

disasters for 2011, breaking the previous record of nine in 

2008.   

No meteorologist will disagree that the most active, 

destructive and deadly tornado period of 2011 was during 

the months of April and May.  During these two months, 

there were several large and destructive tornado 

outbreaks, including the EF5 tornadoes that leveled 

portions of Joplin, Missouri on May 22 and El Reno, 

Oklahoma on May 24, and the EF4 tornado that ripped 

through Tuscaloosa, AL on April 27.  Figure 1 shows the 

tornado near Tuscaloosa and Figure 2 reveals what this 

massive and deadly tornado looked like on Doppler radar.  

The period of April 25-30 was given the name ñ2011 Super 

Outbreakò, with four tornadoes rated EF5 (winds of 200 

mph+) and more than 330 tornadoes confirmed over a 21 

state stretch from Texas to New York.  The Enhanced 

Fujita Scale (EF) estimates tornado strength based on 

wind speeds that are typically required to cause damage 

left by a tornado (see Figure 3).  The scale ranges from 

EF0 (weakest) to EF5 (greatest). 

нлммτ¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƴŀŘƻ 
wƻƴ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΣ ²ŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ aŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜτ/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΣ {/ 

Figure 1:  Tornado near Tuscaloosa, AL.  

Picture courtesy of Jimmy Jones, UPS 

driver hit by the tornado.     

Figure 2:  Doppler radar image of the 

approaching Tuscaloosa, AL tornado.  The 

tornado was located within the òhookó 

shaped region. 

Figure 3:  The Enhanced Fujita (EF) 

scale used to rate the strength of a 

tornado.   

What Caused the Record Breaking Tornadoes?  

This question has been haunting the minds of many 

meteorologists in the National Weather Service over the 

past year.  During the spring of 2011, the global climate 

was under the influence of La Nina conditions.  During La 

Nina, the sea surface temperatures over the eastern 

tropical Pacific Ocean are cooler than normal.  Preliminary 

research done by NOAA scientists at the Earth System 

Research Laboratory (ESRL) indicated that La Nina was a 

major contributor to a much stronger upper level jet stream 

entering the Pacific Northwest region of the U.S., then 

dipping southward into the central and eastern states.  

The presence of this jet stream would have been a big 

contributor to a more active severe weather season.  

However, a quick look at historical tornado outbreaks 

since 1900 reveals that nature is much more complex.  

Out of 20 tornado outbreaks identified since 1900, only 

seven were during La Nina episodes.  Therefore, one 

cannot necessarily establish a direct link to a La Nina 

event over the Eastern Pacific Ocean with an active and 

Continued on page 7 



destructive tornado season over the Central and Eastern 

United States.   If a link can be made between tornado 

outbreaks and large scale global climate patterns, such as 

La Nina and its warm brother El Nino, it might open the 

door to the possibility of making a more long range 

forecast of exceptionally severe weather periods or 

tornado outbreaks in the United States.   

Another question you may ask is whether or not 

climate change played any role in last yearôs extreme 

levels of violent and destructive weather.  Again, 

preliminary research done by scientists at ESRL indicated 

no such connection.  There are many factors that have 

governed the observed trends in tornado activity over the 

past 50 to 60 years.  For example, given their rarity and 

relatively small size, tornadoes would have been less likely 

to be observed by people 50 years ago versus today due 

to higher population density, increased ownership of 

portable cameras/video cameras, and the presence of 

better detection devices, such as the National Weather 

Serviceôs Doppler radar network.  As with La Nina and El 

Nino, much more research is needed over the coming 

years and decades to determine what influence climate 

change, in particular the part due to human activities, may 

have on the production of severe weather and tornadoes.  

This research will likely not focus solely on the number of 

tornadoes reported, since as seen above, that can vary 

due to things not related to climate, but on the actual 

atmospheric conditions produced by climate change that 

could/would be conducive to tornado outbreaks. 

Surviving a Tornado 

The key to surviving the destructive power of a tornado 

is to be prepared by having a severe weather survival plan 

before a tornado strikes.  It is also a good idea to 

understand the different types of hazardous weather for 

your region.  Across our region of the southeast U.S., all 

types of hazardous weather are possible including: 

tornadoes, strong straight- line thunderstorm winds, large 

hail and flash flooding.  For now, we will focus on how to 

increase your chances for surviving a tornado.   

Before a Tornado Forms 

Before any tornadoes form, NOAAôs Storm Prediction 

Center in Norman, Oklahoma may issue a Tornado Watch.  

Notice the words ñmay issueò were used.  Not all 

tornadoes or tornado events are preceded by a Tornado 

Watch.  However, the stronger and more widespread killer 

tornado events will usually have a Tornado Watch in place 

before any tornadoes form.  A Tornado Watch is meant to 

let you know that atmospheric conditions are favorable for 

tornadoes to form. These watches typically cover portions 

of one state or several states, for a time period of two to 

six hours.  At this point, you should be thinking about your 

severe weather plan, and what you will do to protect your 

life if a tornado threatens your region.  Make sure you 

have a way to monitor the latest updates for severe 

weather warnings and watches from the National Weather 

Service.  A great tool to monitor the weather is a battery 

powered NOAA All Hazards Radio, which can be bought 

for less than $50 at most department or electronic stores. 

Once a Tornado Forms 

If a tornado is detected on radar by a National 

Weather Service (NWS) meteorologist, is suspected to be 

forming, or has been sighted by a trained weather spotter, 

then your local NWS office will issue a Tornado Warning.  

This warning will be issued for a much smaller area 

(average of about 400 square miles) and time span (30-60 

minutes) than a Tornado Watch.  At this point, you should 

be taking immediate action to protect your life.  This is 

where your severe weather survival plan is activated.  

Since homes usually donôt have basements or storm 

shelters in our portion of the country, the best course of 

action is to get into any sturdy building. Once inside, move 

to the lowest floor, and into the most interior room, as far 

from windows and doors as possible.  Some good interior 

locations include: closets, bathrooms, hallways, and even 

under stairways.  If time permits, protect your head and 

body with a pillow or mattress.  Also, make sure you have 

a way to monitor the progress of the tornado, such as your 

NOAA All Hazards Radio.  

After the Tornado 

Be careful not to leave your tornado safe area too 

early.  The best action is to wait for a statement from your 

local NWS office saying that the tornado has either 

dissipated or moved out of your area.  Use your best 

judgment to decide when it is safe to move out of hiding.   

 

References for Additional Information: 

 

NOAAôs Earth System Research Laboratory 

http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/csi/events/2011/

tornadoes/climatechange.html 

 

NOAAôs Storm Prediction Center 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov 

 

NOAAôs National Climatic Data Center 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/ncdc.html 

 

NOAAôs National Weather Service 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/safety.php 
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5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ DŜǘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻΚ  
YŜƭƭȅ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ tǳōƭƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊΣ /9a!  

9{C-мрΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎ 

Did you get the text, receive the email, hear the 

siren, get a fax, or see the Tweet?  

On February 8, in conjunction with the Statewide 

Tornado Drill, CEMA conducted an Emergency 

Communication Tools Exercise.  One of the goals of 

CEMAôs preparedness efforts is to ensure all of our 

emergency notification tools are working properly.   

The following communication tools were successfully 

tested:  

 

Community Notification System 

Emergency Alert System  

Cable Override  

All Hazards Radio  

Email Alert  

Outdoor Emergency Warning Sirens  

Billboards  

CEMA Facebook/CEMA Twitter/Text Alerts 

Mass Fax 

CEMA Website  

 

CEMA sends out alerts regarding emergency 

information, hurricane/tropical storm updates, major road 

closings, as well as important administrative information.  

If youôre interested in receiving one or more alerts, visit 

www.ChathamEmergency.org.       

LǘΩǎ ŀ ²ǊŀǇΥ  {ŜǾŜǊŜ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ²ŜŜƪ ƛǎ ŀ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ   
YŜƭƭȅ CƻǎǘŜǊΣ tǳōƭƛŎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ hŶŎŜǊΣ /9a!  

9{C-мрΥ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ !ũŀƛǊǎ 

Itôs a week dedicated to educate 

Georgians about weather related 

topics, including family preparedness, 

NOAA weather radios, thunderstorms, 

tornadoes, lightening, and floods.   

Governor Nathan Deal, in 

cooperation with the Georgia 

Emergency Management Agency, The 

National Weather Service, and CEMA 

proclaimed the week of February 6-10, 

2012 Severe Weather Awareness 

Week (SWAW).   

Since the awareness campaign 

began in 1978, severe weather events 

in Georgia have killed at least 350 

people, including 23 in 2011.  

Urbanization and continued population 

growth increase the potential for 

severe weather to cause death and 

destruction and by simply preparing 

and understanding these weather 

events, residents can protect 

themselves.    

Each day of the week during 

SWAW, there was a designated 

weather related topic.  On Wednesday 

during SWAW, Savannah-Chatham 

County Public Schools, other area 

schools, and a variety of businesses 

participated in the Statewide Tornado 

Drill.   

The CEMA staff also appeared on 

several local television news channels 

promoting weather safety as well as 

provided life-saving information to the 

public.   
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wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ¸ƻǳǊ bǳƳōŜǊ 

9{C-лнΥ  /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 

Itôs never been easier 

to stay informed of 

emergency situations 

happening in Chatham 

County.  With landlines 

steadily decreasing, 

the effort to relay 

critical emergency 

messages to the public 

has expanded.  Through the Community 

Notification System (CNS), an emergency 

notification system, any Chatham County 

resident can register his/her cell phone 

number or voice-over IP phone such as 

Comcast or Vonage and receive short, 

informative calls with updates and public 

safety alerts.    

CNS is an emergency notification 

system used by the County and the City of 

Savannah that sends an automated 

message to residents and businesses 

during emergency situations.  The system 

is designed to get public safety messages 

to citizens quickly and efficiently.  In the 

past, landlines were the only lines that 

could receive notifications.    

Earlier this month, CEMA tested the 

CNS by selecting a small portion of the 

downtown Savannah area to receive a 

test phone call.  During the test, more 

than 5,400 businesses and residents were 

called within 45 minutes.     

Citizens can register a cell phone 

number or VoIP home phone by logging 

onto www.ChathamEmergency.org.  A link 

can be found under the latest news 

section on the homepage.     

Landlines are already in the system so 

citizens donôt need to register those.   
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Itôs not Hurricane Season yet, but for some it already feels like it. 

Thatôs because planning for the State Hurricane Exercise (HURREX) 

is starting to move fast and furiously. May 14-18 may still seem in the 

distant future, but when you are planning full scale exercises, time 

moves fast. Planners met in early February to kick off the planning 

for HURREX and discussed the three full scale exercises that 

Chatham County will plan and execute. 

Each of the exercises focus on a different phase of Hurricane 

Response from Pre to Post-Storm. We are using this month to work 

with partner agencies and municipalities to meet their hurricane 

exercise objectives as well. If your agency or jurisdiction wants to 

participate, please contact Jennifer Rodriguez at 

jlrodriguez@chathamcounty.org. Full scale exercises mean that we 

will actually be setting up the facilities.  For the General Evacuation 

Exercise we will be soliciting individuals to play the role of citizenôs 

processing through the evacuation assembly area.  

It is an exciting opportunity to be able to test and exercise our 

plans to ensure that we have the best procedures for our community.  

Exercise Schedule 
Monday, May 14: Special Needs Evacuation 

Tuesday, May 15: General Evacuation 

Wednesday, May 16: EOC/Joint Information Center/Damage 

Assessment Exercise 

The Georgia Army National Guard 78th Homeland Response 

Force will be conducting a tactical training exercise with the 

Savannah Port Authority from April 20-23, 2012 in Garden City.  This 

tabletop exercise is designed to work with local, state, and federal 

agencies in a first responder capacity that will allow them to visualize 

a series of complex emergency related incidents and the capabilities 

of the 78th Homeland Response Force.  

The 78th Homeland Response Force's mission is to man, train, 

and equip a response capability to assist civil authorities in saving 

lives and mitigating suffering in response to a chemical, biological, 

radiological, and/or nuclear incident.   Agencies or media interested 

in more information please contact 1LT Michael Thompson, the 78th 

HRF Public Affairs Officer, at 770-375-1977 or 

michael.e.thompson3@us.army.mil. 
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The name may be 

changing, but the 

focus is still the same when it comes to 

volunteer organizations helping during 

a disaster or emergency.  For years, 

Chatham County volunteer 

organizations as well as other key 

players operated as Volunteer 

Organizations Active in Disasters 

(VOAD); however, due to how the 

group was functioning it was proposed 

to make a change.  At the last VOAD 

meeting held in 2011, it was approved 

by the quorum present to change the 

structure of the organization from 

VOAD to Community Organizations 

Active in Disasters (COAD).  The 

organization is now officially called 

ñChatham Community Organizations 

Active in Disastersò or CCOAD.  

Recognizing differences between 

VOAD and COAD may be challenging; 

however, there are some important 

ones.   

Participation in a VOAD is 

intended to be primarily made up of 

volunteer, not-for-profit, and non-

government agencies and 

organizations.  Even though 

organizations from the business 

communities and government can 

attend and lend support, their 

relationship with the VOAD is informal 

and those business and government 

organizations have no real 

representation regarding the activities 

and focus of the group. 

A COAD-based organization 

includes business and government 

agencies and organizations, and full 

participation in all aspects of 

organizational activities is encouraged.  

If you reflect on how Chatham County 

has been doing business, the County 

has actually been operating as a 

COAD-based organization for several 

years.   

The mission statement of the 

CCOAD is this:  To strengthen 

communitywide disaster coordination 

in Chatham County by sharing 

information and resources, and by 

simplifying resident access to available 

services in an effort to help satisfy the 

unmet needs of the community 

following a disaster.  In order to carry 

out its mission, the CCOAD will bring 

together community leaders from non-

government, volunteer, faith-based, 

and other not-for-profit organizations 

and government agencies from all 

levels as well as from the private 

business sector and industry.   

The CCOAD is not intended to be 

a competing agency, but an umbrella 

organization of existing agencies.  With 

the move to the CCOAD, new partners 

have come aboard and the group 

hopes to recruit several additional 

partners this year.  If you are 

interested in learning more about 

CCOAD, please contact Don Sullens 

with CEMA at  912-201-4500.   

Above:  More than  18 agencies 

were represented at the first 

CCOAD meeting of the New Year.  

Below:  Pam Terekhova, CCOAD 

Secretary; Chip Grefski, Fmr. CCOAD 

President; Sharyn Baggett, Fmr. CCOAD 

Vice President.  


