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Whatos

your
emergency

supply kit?
Water
Food
Flashlights
Batteries
Weather radio
First aid kit
Medications
Prescription drugs
Battery operated radio
Cash
Important documents
Blankets and pillows
Clothing
Toiletries
Toys, books, games

Pet care items
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New Maps Show Greater Impact From Storm Surge

Above: The new map is based on ne
mapping technology. It shows far mo
potential for much greater damage thal
previously anticipated in a Category 3 stor
This premonition is not based on increase
storm surge, rather a much higher level ¢
accuracy in the topographic modeling.
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Right: Graph of hurricane frequency for t
Atlantic Ocean hurricane season. A peak
activity from August through October
clearly visible.
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The
Conference has come and
gone with more than 350 public

CEMA Hurricane

safety representatives
attending from throughout
coastal Georgia. Almost one-
third of those attending
submitted post-conference
survey comments which were
overwhelmingly positive. The
only common
recommendation, from less
than a half dozen attendees,
was a preference for a hot
lunch versus the sandwiches;
funds
we can do next year.

By taking advantage of the
combined expertise of the
audience, GEMA was able to
redefine the essential
clearance priorities and the
Statebs guidel-
Entry Permit process.
Essentially Priority One is
going to be state and local
response agencies and private
sector utility providers to
render the area safe for follow
on first responders conducting
life safety operations. Priority

Two Alpha will consist of
personnel conducting life
safety operations such as

search and rescue, emergency

medical services, fire
suppression; hazardous
materials control, preliminary

damage assessment, essential
relief staff to critical medical

permittin;

facilities and immediate utility
restoration to critical incident
facilities. Priority Two Bravo
will consist of those
individuals from the public
and private sector that
support the re-establishment
of critical infrastructure which
include but are not limited to
petroleum and food
distributors, non-emergency
medical facilities such as
dialysis centers,
pharmaceutical providers,
members of the media,
medical facility support staff
and local government
essential workers.  Priority
Three will be residents,
property and business
owners. Unfortunately it is
always difficult to convey that
without power, food, water,
wastewater treatment
facilities, medical resources
and public safety services, a
post hurricane community is
dangerous and not the place
to be.

Most discouraging of the
new information available on
hurricanes is the recently
revised Chatham County
storm surge data. The last
surge maps were based on
information gathered by 1999
overflights using Light
Detection and Ranging
(LIDAR) equipment. SAGIS
and the Army Corps of
Engineers have just released
new more accurate
information gathered from
2009 LIDAR overflights. The
data involved more than
seven billion points of
collection throughout
Chatham County.
Unfortunately what this new
data reveals is a much
greater impact of storm surge
on Chatham County that has
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ever been anticipated. The new
category one storm surge data
reveals water coverage
previously anticipated during a
category two storm. With the
exception of the high ground in
Thunderbolt, along Bull Street,
White Bluff, Hunter Army Airfield
and the Savannah International
Airport, the category three surge
is now forecast to cover almost
the entire county. Category four
and five surge does cover all
but the highest ground in the
county.
Finally,
Hurricane Evacuation
Guidelines which are included in
this newsletter. The Guidelines
are intended to provide in
general terms, the evacuation
intentions under the various
intensity storms. Based on the
conditions given, such as an
approach that is either direct or
parallel to the coast, the actions
will range from voluntary to

h 6hntandatory evacuations in the

time periods indicated. Our
intention is to disseminate this
information to as wide an
audience as possible in order to
keep our residents well
prepared in anticipation of a
possible evacuation.

Be safe and thanks for your
commitment to the safety of our
county.

Clayton S. Scaott,
Director

weobdve
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2011 Chatham County Storm Surge Data

Along the coast, storm surge is often the greatest
threat from a hurricane. It is primarily caused by
extremely high winds as those winds push the ocean
water on shore. As a result a huge wave is formed. Keep
in mind though; storm surge is not a tidal wave or a
tsunami which is caused by earthquakes or underwater
volcanic activity.

In 2005 Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana. That storm is
a prime example of the damage and devastation that can
be caused by storm surge.

Chatham County values its coastal location and its
historic structures. Because the area has not seen a

direct hit from a major hurricane in recent memory, there
may be a tendency among residents to minimize the
potential threat from storm surge.

This year the US Army Corps of Engineers released
new storm surge data. The new data far better predicts
storm surge impact, not because land elevation has
changed, rather technology has improved. Airborne
Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) is used to gather
data. The original data was 1999 LIDAR with a 3m
horizont al spacing and 120
LIDAR is 1 Y% ft horizontal spacing and 3 Y inches
vertical spacing.
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Storm Surge Levels

Category 1 Hurricane 4-11ft
Category 2 Hurricane 11-171ft
Category 3 Hurricane 17-23ft
Category 4 Hurricane 23-26ft
Category 5 Hurricane 26-31ft
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2011 Chatham County Hurricane Conference Draws Record Attendance
Kelly Foster, Public Information Officer, CEMA

Our Hurricane Conference is a
chance for emergency managers, first
responders, planners and elected
officials to come together and talk
about hurricanes.

For the past 11 vyears, the
Chatham Emergency Management
Agency (CEMA) has hosted the
Chatham County Hurricane
Conference. Months of planning goes
into the day-long event that is geared
entirely towards emergency planning
and response. The conference is
strategically placed before the
beginning of hurricane season and is
designed to keep participants both
informed and up to date on current
hurricane related topics. While the
conference specifically focuses on
hurricane related subjects, many of
the topics do cross over planning,
response, and recovery issues
brought by other
never take that time off and become
complacent. We have to always be
prepared, O said
Emergency Coordinator Jimmy
Brown.

This year more than 350 people

CEMA Dir. Clayton Scott

& Gul fstreamds

attended the conference held at the
International Trade and Convention
Center on May 24, making it a record
setting year in attendance. Chatham,
Bryan and Effingham Counties as well
as various municipalities had
representatives at the conference.

This year two guest speakers
kicked off the conference. Brock
Long, Vice President of Hagerty
Consulting also Former Director of
Alabama Emergency Management
Agency, and Commander Timothy
Tobiasz, US Coast Guard Air Station

Workshops ranged from debris Savannah.
management, evacuation planning, i get to see a ot
pets management, to social media n o't seen in awhil
strategies. individually with the way things are
going, people are doing more and
more with less. Having an opportunity
like this, for one day to get together
with people we need to talk to on a
more regular basis, network, shake
OWe can nevV e rhands 8 1@ rethefbdrthames and
time off and become faces; itos a good
complacent. We have to connected and being connected is
h a i tz6s al |l about, o
al wa N be -waee p%ttﬁ rgathat% County Board of
Island Emergency Education.
hjh £80rdinator Jimymy 8rown n Mark your calendars for next
year 0s Chat ham Count

ybee Il sl and

Conference set for May 1, 2012 at the
International Trade and Convention
Center.

Guest Speaker Brock Long,

Tom Mcl

VP Hagerty Consulting




The longer a person has lived in
a coastal area, the less likely it is that
they will evacuate. A hurricane’s path
is difficult to predict and because
hurricanes normally provide advance
warning time compared to most
disasters we experience, officials
must make decisions in sometimes
sunny weather conditions. If
evacuation orders are given too
early, the hurricane can change
course and leave the evacuated area
unscathed.

This year the Chatham
Emergency Management Agency
(CEMA) has developed new
evacuation guidelines. New storm
surge data and the plan to turn
Interstate 16 contraflow (all lanes
westbound) are some of the reasons

New Evacuation Guidelines
Chatham County

the guidelines were reworked.

For a Category 3 storm heading
towards Chatham County a
mandatory evacuation of the entire
county would begin 30 hours from
the forecast arrival of tropical storm
force winds. Nursing homes and
special needs resident evacuations
will begin 48 hours out; voluntary
evacuations of islands and low-lying
areas may begin prior to the
mandatory evacuation.

CEMA encourages Chatham
County residents to leave early if an
evacuation is issued. Individual prior
planning can be extremely beneficial.
Residents need to make sure they
bring vital documents with them,
including birth certificates, marriage
licenses, wills, credit card information
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and passports. They must also
remember to bring medications. If
residents have pets, they must bring
provisions for them as well, including
food, water and any medications the
pet needs.

Technology makes it easier for
people to bring photos and important
documents. Pictures can be
scanned and put directly on a thumb
drive or laptop.

Residents should also bring an
emergency supply kit when they
evacuate: food, water, first aid Kkit,
flashlights, extra batteries, pet food
and pet supplies and other
essentials.

EVACUATION

5 o, ACTIONS
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Cat 2 24+30NH

Arrival Tropical Storm

Islands and Low-lying Area Voluntary Evacuations Are 6 to 12 Hours Prior to Mandatory Evacuations
Hours for Evacuation + Added Hours for Nursing Home (NH) and Special Needs Evacuations
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Evacuating Ahead of the Storm
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Don Sullens, Emergency Management Specialist, CEMA

For more than a decade,
approaching hurricanes like Katrina,
Gustav, lke, and Floyd have required
hundreds of thousands of people to
evacuate the Gulf and Southeast
Coasts of the United States.

Getting out of town. When an
evacuation order is issued for
Chatham County, residents and
visitors are responsible for making
personal transportation arrangements.
These arrangements should include
driving and/or making arrangements to
ride with family members or friends.

I f you
without transportation, Chatham
County will provide transportation
assistance using available public
resources. When an evacuation order
is issued for a major storm, the
Chatham Emergency Management
Agency (CEMA) coordinates the
opening of t he
Assembly Area (EAA) at the Savannah
Civic Center 36 to 42 hours before the
arrival of tropical storm force winds.
Those in need of transportation can
walk to or be dropped off at the EAA
as well as ride a county bus. Chatham
Area Transit (CAT) will provide free
rides to the EAA from any established
CAT bus stop.

For those with Functional and/or
Special Needs. Most CAT buses and
the Civic Center facilities are equipped
to support those with limited functional
needs. People who think they may
qualify as Special Needs, should
contact the Chatham County Public
Health Department and apply for the
Special Needs Registry. The Special
Needs Registry assists the County in
making additional transportation
arrangements for qualifying citizens.
For more information about Special
Needs Registration, call (912) 356-
2441.

c a n 0 tFor those d

Count L

ESF 1: Transportation

What to bring with you. Each
person is allowed to bring a maximum
of two hand-carry bags. Make sure
you bring any medications you are
taking. There is no baggage
assistance available at the Civic
Center, and space on evacuation
buses is limited. Mark your bags so
they are easy to identify.

a

About

pets.
evacuate, you should NOT leave your

If you must

pets behind. | f
transportation, there will be
arrangements made with the inland
destinations to shelter animals;
however, available space is extremely
limited. With that in mind, do your best
to make other arrangements for your
pets and assemble a portable pet
disaster supply kit. Keep the supplies
in an accessible place and store them
in a sturdy container that can be easily
carried.

Your pet disaster supply kit should
include:

A Medications, immunization
records* and a first aid kit

A Carriers or cages to transport
pets safely*

A Sturdy leashes*,
and/or harnesses

A Blankets or towels for bedding

muzzles,

and warmth

A Current photos of your pets in
case they get separated from you

A Food and drinking water*

A Easily transportable pet toys
and comfort items

*Required Items

Prepare
vacation. The availability of public
transportation is not meant to be a
convenient alternative for you and your
family during an evacuation. Using
public transportation is the means of
last resort, your last choice. Prepare
yourself and remember:

A You can take ONLY what you
can carry

A Lines may be long and buses
may not be immediately available
(there will be a wait)

A 1ltés going to

A Transportation services may
not be air conditioned

A 1t will be a long and slow ride

A You are not going to a hotel

A Inland destinations will most
likely be Public Shelters established in
gvailabdefaeilitiesl s i n g publ

A Personal space in the shelters
may be limited to a cot and its
immediate area

A After the event is over and
safety issues have been mitigated, you
will be provided return transportation
only when local officials render the
area safe and resources are available.

Even a small storm may result in
widespread power outages lasting up
to a week or more. A more serious
storm may cause flooding, structural
damage, power outages and loss of
cell phone communications for some
time. Shortages of food and drinkable
water can also be expected. There are
no public hurricane shelters in
Chatham County. When evacuation is
the best and the only recommended
option, the County EAA will be ready.

yoursel f,

be
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Kate Underwood, Emergency Management Specialist, CEMA

Each year as hurricane season
approaches the Chatham Emergency
Management Agency (CEMA) works
diligently to ensure that the plans in
place will be exercised appropriately
during a disaster. This year CEMA
has taken a different approach to
updating critical information related to
hurricane season and the disasters
that can occur with such a storm.
Currently CEMA is working with each
municipality to actually sit around the
table and discuss actions each city
would need to take before, during and
after a storm and to make city leaders
aware of CEMAGSs

A lot goes into making sure every
government entity is aware of what
the responsibilities are and to make

ESF 5: Emergency Management

sure leaders are prepared to exercise
those responsibilities. This year an
abundance of information was
updated due to changes in
technology and an increased
awareness of storm surge impact. A
new storm surge map and new
evacuation guidelines are crucial in
gaining a more comprehensive
overview of the evacuation actions for
a hurricane.

Some of the information that has
been updated is in the Disaster
Recovery Plan regarding the Critical
Facility Restoration Locations, the
Road Clearirl?.Priqrities as well as

re f‘ng ?—'{Q-En%ry étrik'e tT(Iea(r%qss/l'\’ender

Safe Teams. CEMA is also in the
process of updating the Hurricane
Evacuation Routes and Traffic

Control Points as well as the
Emergency Fuel Management Plan
within the Emergency Operations
Plan. SAGIS (Savannah Area
Geographic Information System) has
been instrumental in helping CEMA
update the maps associated with the
Traffic Control Points and the Road
Clearing Priorities as well as locations
for Critical Facilities throughout
Chatham County. We would like to
thank each municipality for being
eager to sit down with the CEMA staff
and make the necessary changes to
have a plan in place that we feel
comfortable and confident with.

See the CEMA website,
www.ChathamEmergency.org, for the
most recent information and changes
to CEMAOGSs
Plan.

Emergency

Left: CEMA discusses
hurricane plans with City

Officials from Pooler.




